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A Curious Account of the Cuftoms and Manners of the 
Koriacs, a Tributary Nation of Ruffa, on the Borders 
of Kamtfchatka. 


{From « Travels in Kamtfchatka, during the years 1787 and 1788, 
by M. de Leffeps, the French Conful in Kamtfchatka. ] 


(Concluded from*P age 394+) 


6 kee features of the majority of the Koriacs are not 
Afiatic, and they might be confidered as Europeans, 
but for their low ftature, their ill fhape, and the colour of their 
fkin. The other Koriacs have the fame characteriftic outlines 


as the Kamtfchadales ; among the women particularly, there . 


are very few who have not funk eyes, flat nofes, and prominent 
cheeks, Themen are almoft entirely beardlefs, and have fhort 
hair. The hair of the women is very much neglected; it 
commonly flows upon their fhoulders, though there are fome 
who wear it in tufts, or wrapt up in a handkerchief. 

The women carry their children in a fort of cradle, the 
form of which I thought fingular. It is a kind of nett or 
bafket arched over, in which the infant is placed in a fitting 
pofture, and fheltered from the weather. 

Among the ftrange cuftoms I fhall mention the probation to 
which a young man fubjects himfelf when he is defirous of 
marrying. As foon as he has fixed his choice, he waits upon 
the relations of his miftrefs, and offers to drudge for them, as 
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the phrafe is. The young lady is immediately enveloped in a 
multiplicity of garments, which conceal her to fuch a degree, 
that the face itfelf is {carcely vifible. She is not left alone for 
a fingle inftant ; her mother, and a number of old matrons 
accompany her wherever fhe goes, fleep with her, and do not 
lofe her from their fight upon any pretext whatever. 

The aim of the lover, the point of happinefs to whichall 
his cares tend, is totouch her naked body, the only way by 
which he can obtain her. Inthe mean time he executes with 
zeal and fubmiffion all the functions that the relations impofe on 
him. Become as it were the flave of the family, he is em. 
ployed inall the domeftic labours, to cut wood, fetch water, 
provide ice, &c. Love, and the prefence of his intended, in- 
{pire him with courage. If he relax, a fingle look, however 
indifferent, is fufficient to make him forget the fatigues and 
drudgery of his fervitude. The hope of abridging its dura- 
tion influences all his a€tions. His eye is invariably fixed on 
the idol of his heart, he watches her motions, follows her 
fteps, and intrudes himfelf inceffantly in her way. Buthow 
deceive the Argus eyes of the duennas that furround her! It 
is a continual conteft of vigilance againft cunning ; each party 
acts with equal zeal and pe:feverance. 

From fuch affiduities, from the agitation of the lover, aad 
the precautions that are taken to counteract his manceuvres, 
one would fuppofe that he was about to carry off fome extraore 
dinary beauty. Who would imagine that the object of the 
thoughts and defires of this whining Koriac, was uglinefs itfelf, 
and that he afpired tonoother reward for fo many exertions, 
than to touch a callous, yellow, greaiy fkin? In his leifure mo- 
ments, at liberty to fee and approach his miftrefs, he endeavours 
to merit her affection by fome fly attempt to obtain a touch; 
butthe number and thicknefs of her garments are an invinci- 
ble barrier. Enraged at fo many obftacles, he tears and pulls 
off this teazing drefs. Woe betide him if he be furprifed in 
his rafh attack ! The relations, the inexorable {pies, dart upon 
him, and force him to relinquith his prize. 

it is commonly by the eloquerce of the foot, or a ftick, that 
they entreat him to withdraw, and find fome better opportunity. 
If he refift, he is dragged by the hair, or the nails of thefe old 
hags are imprinted on his face. If he be difheartened, or mur 
murs at this cruel treatment, he is inftantly difmifled, and for- 
feits for ever all claim to the alliance, which is confidered as the 
molt fignal difgrace that can be infliéted on a Koriac lover. 
But difficulties only render his defires more vehement. Far 
from 
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from complaining, far from defponding at thefe rigorous pro- 
ceedings, he confiders himfelf as the more worthy of the feli- 
cityhe has in view. He rejoices, he glories in all the tribula- 
tions he experiences during his amorous and painful fervitude. 
It is frequently not till after the expiration of two or three 
years, more or lefs, that he obtains his end, Elate with his 
viGtory, he flies to inform the relations of his fuccefs, ‘The 
witneffes are fummoned, and the young lady interrogated. The 
enamorata probably is not always obdurate, but equally impa- 
tient with the lover to put an end to this laborious novitiate, 
and acknowledges herfelf touched, before it has taken place. 
Her confeflion is neceflary, as well as fome proof that fhe was 
taken by furprife, and made fruitlefs efforts to defend herfelf. 
Her hand is then beftowed on the conqueror, but he is obliged 
{till to wait till itis feen whether fhe can reconcile herfelt to 
living with him. 

From this moment, freed from his labours, he makes his 
court without reftraint to his future wife, who is not perhaps 
forry to find herfelf delivered from her cumberfome attire. ‘This 
fecond ftage of courtthip is feldom very long ; the damfel, in 
the prefence of the family, foon accords her confent, and no- 
thing more is requifite to give him all the claims of a hufband. 
The nuptial ceremony and feaft confift merely in aflembling 
the relations of the parties, whoare eager to get drunk in imi- 
tation of the new married couple. A plurality of wives is not 
allowed among the Koriacs; I have {een inftances however of 
its being practifed without {cruple. 

Their funeral rites havea ftriking fimilarity to the ancient 
inftitutions of paganifm, {till obferved by various uncivilized 
people of the new hemifphere. When a Koriac dies, his 
relations and neighbours aflemble to pay him their laft refpects. 
They erect a funeral pile, upon which they place a portion of 
the wealth of the deceafed, and a ftock of provifions, confifting 
of rein deer, fith, brandy, in fhort whatever they conceive he 
will want for his great journey, and to keep him from ftarving 
in the other world. 

If it be a wandering Koriac, his deer conduct him to the 
pile; if arefident Koriac, he is drawn by his dogs or carried 
by his relations. The body is exhibited, clothed in his beft 
attire, and lying ina kind of coffin. ‘There it receives the 
adieux of the attendants, who, with torches in their hands, con- 
fider it as an honour fpeedily to reduce their relation or friend to 
afhes. ‘They feel only the regret of a fhort abfence, and not 


of an eternal feparation. They wear no mourning, andthe 
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funeral pomp terminates in a fcene of intemperance, where 
the fumes of their liquor and tobacco gradually efface the re. 
membrance of death. After a few months widowhood, the 
women are permitted to marry again, 

The fuperftitious pra@tice obferved at their funerals, and 
their tranfient grief at the lofs of perfons the moft dear to them, 
are in my opinion an evident proof of their indifference to life, 
the brevity of which neither aftonifhes not afflicts them. Their 
religious fyftem deadens them apparently to the confoling hope 
of a protracted exiftence. Deathis intheir eyes but the paf- 
fage to another life; and in quitting the world, they donot 
imagine that their pleafures terminate, but that other enjoyments 
are referved for them. This flattering prejudice, which I 
mentioned in my converfation with Oumiavin, fufficiently ac- 
counts for his religious perplexities, and the ferocious courage 
of hiscountrymen. But their abfurd dogmas are entitled toa 
more particular relation, though the worfhip upon which they 
are founded is very fimple, and what is marvellous in it by no 
means attractive. The following account contains the whole 
theogony of the Koriacs. It is alfo that of the Tchouktchis, 
and, before the introduction of Chriftianity, was the fyftem of 
the Kamtchadales. 

They acknowledge a fupreme being, the creator of all 

‘things. He inhabits the fun, whofe burning orb they confider 
as the throne or palace of the lord of nature, whom they pros 
bably confound with that celeftial fire, which is fuppofed to be 
his dwelling. Iam led to believe this, as they neither fear, nor 
worlhip him. They addrefs no prayer to him : Goodnefs, they 
fay, is his effence; all the good that exifts in the world pro- 
ceeds from him; and it is impoflible he fhould do an injury. 
May we not conclude from this ftatement, that the view of the 
conftant and univerfal benefits conferred by this king of the 
celeftial orbs which gives life, action, and power to all things 
terrefirial, while it taught them to confider this luminary of the 
world as their tutelary divinity, imbued them with the blind 
confidence I have defcribed ? 

The principle of evil they confider as a malignant fpirit, 
who divides with the fovereignly good being the empire of na- 
ture. ‘They believe alfoin inferior deities. Some they cone 
fider as houfchold gods, the guardians of their ruftic habita- 
tions. ‘Thefe idols, coarfely carved and blackened with {moke, 
are hung up in the moft confpicuous part of their yourts. They 
are drefied in the Koriac mode, and adorned with bells, rings, 


and various other iron and copper trinkets. ‘The other inferior 
deities 
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deities they confider as inhabiting mountains, woods, and ri- 
vers, which reminds us of the nymphs in the mythology of the 
ancient Greeks. ‘Their power is equal. As the one is intent 
on the happinefs of mankind, the other endeavours to render 
them unhappy. Difeafes, tempefts, famine, calamities of every 
kind, are his work, and the inftruments of his vengeance. It 
is to pacify his wrath, that they facrifice their perfonal intereft, 
and have recourfe to devotion. Their homage is dictated 
merely by the terror with which this menacing deity fills every 
heart, and confifts of expiatory facrifices. “They offer tohim 
various animals, that have juft began to exift, rein deer, dogs}, 
the firft fruits of their hunting and fifhing, and whatever they 
poffefs that is moft valuable. “Their devotional exercifes confift 
of fupplications and thankfgivings. There is notemple, no 
fan&tuary fet apart for his votaries. This fantaftic god is 
equally worfhipped in all places, and hears the Koriac who 
prays alone to him inthe defert, as well as the aflembled family, 
who conceive that they render him propitious by pioufly getting 
drunk in their yourt ; for drunkennefs is become with thefe peo= 
plea religious praétice, and the bafis of all their folemnities. 
This demon, this formidable fpirit, is doubtlefs the fame 
being as the Koutka of the Kamtfchadales, whofe minifters 
and interpreters the chamans confider themfelves. Here, as in 
the peninfula, the myftic language of thefe magicians works 
upon the credulity, and obtains the veneration of the multitude. | 
They exercife phyfic and furgery with equal fuccefs. Thefe 
exclufive functions, which are fuppofed to be aided by infpira- 
tion rather than the light of experience, procures them an un- 
bounded power. They are fent for from all parts of the 
country, and teftimonies of gratitude heaped upon them bee 
fore-hand. They demand with haughtinefS whatever they 
pleafe, and confider every thing that is given them asa tribute. 
It is upon the pretext of making an acceptable offering to the 
god, whole organ they are, that they appropriate to themfelves 
whatever the inhabitants poflefs, that is the moft coftly and 
beautiful. It is not neceflary to fuppofe that thefe impoftors 
gull their votaries by a parade of virtue, by rigid obfervances, 
and a more fcrupulous life; on the contrary, they furpafs them 
in their vices, and fall fhort of them in fobriety. On the eve 
of their magic ceremonies, they pretend indeed to faft all the 
day, 


§ I frequently perceived in the courfe of my journey the re- 
mains of dogs and rein deer fufpended on ftakes, and teftifying the 
devotion of the facrificers, 
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day, but they make up for this abftinence at night by apro- 
fuhon of the moukamorr, the intoxicating poifon I have de- 
fcribed, which they eat and drink to fatiety. This preparatory 
intoxication they confider as a duty. It is probable that they 
feel its effects the next day, and that they derive from it an 
elevation of fpirits that contributes to derange their minds, and 
give them the neceflary ftrength to go through their extravagant 
tranfports. 

The idiom of the Koriacs has no affinity to that of the 
Kamtfchadales; their pronounciation is more fhrill, and flower, 
but it is lefs painful, and has not thofe uncommon founds, thofe 
hiffings, as difficult to be uttered as they are to be written, 

Though the appellation be the fame, there is no kindof 
refemblance between the habitations of the wandering, and 
the underground dwellings of the fixed Koriacs. Not know- 
ing how to diftinguifh the different lodgings of thefe people, 
the Ruffians have given the name of yourt to all of them, 
without troubling themfelves with the primitive fignification 
of the word, which means a fubterraneous apartment. The 
yourts in queftion are, properly {peaking, mere tents in the form 
of huts placed on the furface of the ground. No other care is 
taken as to the foundations, than that of drawing a boundary, 
and removing the {now that may be within the line. Round 
the circumference, a number of poles are ereéted at equal 
diftances, which uniting at the top, ferve as fupports to each 
other. ‘This ruftic timber work hasa wretched covering, of 
tanned deer fkins, extended from the bafe to within a foot or two 
of the fummit, which is left open for the admiffion of air, and 
as a paflage for the fmoke, A confiderable inconvenience re- 
fults from this circumftance, as there is nothing to protect the 
centre of the habitation from the rain and the fnow; inthe 
mean time it ison this very {pot they make their fire, and cook 
their vituals, The family, and the fervants, who have the 
care of the flocks, flcep under pologs, which are a kind of 
huts, or low tents ranged in diftinét apartments round the 
wall of the yourt, and refembling the fquare tents of the 
‘Tchouktchis, 

The unfettled ftate of thefe wandering people led them to 
invent this fpecies of habitation, ‘The conveyance of theif 
whole houfe being equally eafy and commodious, they feel the 
lefs reluctance to changing their quarters. Upon the firft ne- 
ceffity or inconvenience, they take up their tents, faiten the 
poles lengthwife to the fledges, and ftow the coverings with 


their baggage. A new fpotis fixed upon, and deferted again 
almoit 
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almoft immediately, and thus they remove from one place to 
another every moment. Their fledges are of courfe always 
kept loaded by the fide of their habitations, and the pro- 
vifion and other articles taken out in proportion as they want 
them. 





Mr. Wyvill’s Reafons for difapproving the War with 
France. 


[From his Letter to Mr. Pitt, juft published. ] 
| (Concluded from Page 399-) 


“ ORE fpecious reafons for a rupture with France are, 

however, fufficiently obvious.x—1ft, It has been faid 
that we ought to engage in a war, to prevent the aggrandife< 
ment of France.—2d, fe has been thought, probably, that we 
ought to feize this fortunate opportunity to aggrandize Britain. 

“ The firlt of thefe confiderations has been much infifted 
upon by yourfelf in your fpeech in Parliament on the rft of 
February, and it muft be owned that it bears the femblance of 
found policy ; but, on examination, the apprehenfion of danger 
to the independence of Europe from the arms of France will 
be found, I conceive, to be unfupported by any folid grounds, 
either of fact or of political {peculation—The fecond of thefe 
confiderations has not been exprefsly ftated in any fpeech in 
Parliament which has fallen under my infpection; but as it 
appears probable that it may have a confiderable influence on 
the Cabinet, and ftill more on that part of the Parliament and 
the nation which is inclined to war, it may merit a diftinct 
examination. 

“ On the firft topic, I am willing to concede, that a luft of 
power, which is often the ruling paffion of great defpotic 
Princes, may be found fometimes predominant in popular fe- 
nates ; and more particularly, that the defigns of the National 
Convention are probably as unjuft and ambitious as the views 
of Louis the Fourteenth, and in this refpect more culpable, 
that a thirft of conqueft is contradictory to their profeffed prin- 
ciples of peace and moderation; and though the Government 
of Franceis in an unfettled ftate, though much of her wealth 
has been hoarded and exported, and many of her citizens have 
been loft to ‘that country by maflacre, banifhment, and emi- 
gration ; yet, notwithfanding thefe difadvantages, there ftill 

6 feems 
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feems to remain, to the National Convention, a greater degree 
of power than was poflefled by that monarch; a greater popu- 
lation, a more extenfive fund of credit, and a more ardent mi- 
litary {pirit, pervading the whole body of thenation. But the 
Princes already oppofed to the National Convention appear 
fufficiently able to check and defeat their hafty projects of ag~ 
grandifements. The mighty ftrength of this confederacy 
muft appear, according to the ordinary rules of political efti- 
mation, much fuperior to that of France; and likely foon to 
wreft from her the conquefts fhe has made, without the aid of 
Britain and her ally. 

« But what avail the fuperior numbers and difcipline of the 
allied armies againft the ardour and enthufiafm of the freemen 
of France? Or what credit is due tothe common calculations 
of political arithmetic, when contradicted by facts and the 
actual conquefts of the French armies? To this difficulty, 
I think, a fatisfatory folution may be given. 

“ It is true, in Auguft laft the armies of Auftria and Pruffia, 
then preparing to attack France, and reftore the old defpotic 
government by force, were, in the opinions of the moft expe- 
rienced military officers, greatly fuperior to any means of re- 
fiftance which the French nation could oppofe to them ; yet 
fuch was the uncalculated power of their enthufiafm to defend 
their republican liberty and the infulted independence of their 
country, fo completely did the ardour of freedom fupply the 
want of difcipline in the volunteer armies of France, that, ina 
few weeks, the German invaders were obliged to retreat be 
fore them with difgrace. Soon after unexpected fuccefs, the 
French armies, after a fhort ftruggle in the Netherlands, took 
pofleffion of that country, and of fome frontier diftricts in 
Germany, which, in the proud prefumption of ‘certain cone 
queft, the enemies of France had left unprepared for defence. 
A thort time before this period, Savoy and Nice alfo had been 
conquered with as little rifque or trouble. But can it be fup- 
pofed, that the volunteer armies of France will aét with equal 
enthufiafm to preferve the countries they have thus hattily 
over-run? or that the extenfion of the frontiers of France is 
an objectas deeply interefting to the French people, as the de- 
fence of their national rights and liberty? “Thefe fuppofitions 
are contrary toall experience of human nature ; and they are 
contradicted-by the actual ftate of the French armies. 

« Itis obfervable, in the human {pecies, that felf-prefervation 
is a flronger and more uniformly prevailing principle of action 


than any other, though it may fometimes be overruled by re- 
9 fentment 
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fentment, or fome other of the malevolent and deftructive 
paffions. But when this obfervation is extended from indi- 
viduals to whole communities of men, it is liable to no fuch 
exceptions, Nations will always be found to make greater 
efforts to defend themfelves, than to conquer or deftroy their 
antagonifts. And with this maxim the actual ftate of the ar- 
mies of France feems to correfpond, The volunteers who 
flocked to the ftandard of Dumourier, when Champagne was 
invaded, after having repulfed the enemy beyond the bounda- 
ries of France, no “longer thought their fervice neceffary ; 
they quitted the army, “and returned to the bofom of their 
families. 

Of this feceffion the Generals have frequently complained 
to the National Convention; but the means of prevention 
were not to be found, Attacked at home, it may be fafely 
predicted that France will be found unconquerable ; her Na- 
tional Guards will defend her again with equal enthufiafm, and 
with final, if not equal fuccefs. But that her armies will be 
able to retain the countries of which they have lately taken 
pofieflion, againft the force of the Auftrian and Pruffian Mo- 
narchs, and the powers combined with them, is an apprehenfion 
not countenanced by an apparent probability. 1 is evident, 
at leaft, that Britain and Holland mighi fafely defer their ac~ 
ceffion to the confederacy till the events of another campaign 
had more clearly demonftrated the relative force of the prefent 
combatants, and confirmed, or wholly removed, the zppre- 
henfion of danger from France. It would then appear mani- 
feft, either that our interpofition to prevent any great increafe 
of the power of France, was unneceflary, and thus a great 
national calamity would be prevented ; or, if there were an 
evident necefiity for war, to prevent a dangerous aggrandife- 
ment of the French Republic, that ne sceffity would reconcile 
this nation to the unavoidabie preflure of new taxes; and thus 
the danger of internal commotion would be avoided. 

2d. Butit may be thought, if the nations at prefent engaged 
in war with France are more than equal in power to that 
country, and likely to recover the conquered provinces almoit 
as quickly as they were loft, that fuppolition confirms the po- 
licy of an immediate commencement of hoftilities,on the part of 
Britain, with a view to aggrandize this country at the expence 
of France. How unjuit is this reafon for war ! How wnlity 
therefore, either to be adopted or avowed. And yet, in the 
prefent fituation of this country, it is not more unjuft and un- 
becoming, than it is impolitic and unfafe, “T here is another, 
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a more fafe and honourable way to aggrandize Britain, by ads 
hering to a pacific fyftem, by forbearing to karrafs the com- 
mercial and manufacturing indultry of the country with need- 
lefs wars and necdlefs armaments, by perfevering in a plan of 
public ceconomy, and diminifhing the debts and taxes of the 
nation, thofe efpecially which bear hard on the pooreft claffes 
of tie community. This is the true policy of a ftate like 
Britain, encumbered with debts, and perplexed by the difcon- 
tents of its fubje&ts. Thefe are the conquefts of peace; thefe 
are cheap and inoffenfive ways of aggrandifement, which 
would equally augment the political power of our country and 
increafe the means of comfort and fatisfaction to every indi- 
vidual init. But, after having fuccefsfully purfued this policy 
for fome years, and gradually reftored their almoft ruined coun- 
try to profperity and fplendour, the Cabinet feems to have 
abandoned this pacific fy{tem as if weary of the tame unifor- 
mity of peace, and at laft regardlefs of that applaufe with 
which their generous neutrality to France had been rewarded. 
‘The French fugar iflands are in a ftate of greet difcontent, if 
not of counter revolution; to take pofleflion of thefe iflands, 
and of the other colonies of France, perhaps with the pre- 
vious approbation of the inhabitants, would be an eafy enter- 
prize for the fleets of Great Britain. And what good citizen 
would repine to pay additional taxes, for a few years, to fupport 
a war of glory and national aggrandifement? By thefe {plendid 
objects a part of the nation may, fora time, be dazzled; it 
may be deaf to every remonftrance of prudence, and infen- 
fible to every impreffion of juftice ; and while this moral itupe- 
faction laits, the fuccefs of proje&ts which no one aares avow, 
and yet, which no one doubts are formed, will be applauded by 
that part of the nation, At laft, the ftrong preflure of dittreis 
will make itfelf felt; for it will not be a foort war, nor will few 
taxes be wanted:—The French are combating for all that can 
be dear to man, for the liberty civil and religious which they 
have chofen to eftablifh, for the independence, the exiftence of 
their country. In proportion to the value of thefe objeéts, 
their refiftance will be vigorous and perfevering ; their divifions 
will be in a great mea{ure healed up by the neceflity of {elf-de- 
tence againit their common foes, their hatred of monarchy 
will be confirmed, and their animofity againft the unhappy fa- 
mil)3 whofe intereft has been the oftentible caufe of the war, 
will become lefS furious, perhaps, but more inveterate and ime 
placable. Their expenditure will, indeed, be enormous ; 
their nayal equipments will add confiderably to the immenfe 
expences 
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expences of one of the largeft armies in Europe. Already 
their trade is nearly ruined, and their taxes now very deficient, 
mutt be ftill more unproductive during the war. But {till their 
refources to fupport it are great indeed, and equal to the 
longeft ftruggle, for they are adequate to the extent of thofe 
confifcations, the feverity of which we fo juitly condemn. In 
the courfe of this ftruggle, therefore, it is probable, that the 
means and the patience of the Englifh people will be ex- 
haufted; and then awaking from their dreams of glory and 
vengeance, they will fee the precipice of national bankruptcy 
jult before them ; and whether, at that moment, the acqui- 
fition of three or four fugar iflands will appear a fufficient com- 
penfation for the miferies felt and apprehended, is a queition to 
which the true anfwer is fufficiently obvious. Men enriched 
by the official emoluments of a war, men thriving under the 
patronage of the crown, increafed by the new eftablifhments, 
civil and military, in the conquered iflands, will think ita for- 
tunate war for them; but the great body of the nation will 
feel itfelf impoverifhed and undone by its victories ; their pro- 
perty they will perceive has been devoured by that very mea- 
fure which will have fed the now dangerous influence of the 
crown toa formidable fize. The alarm for the liberty of Bri- 
tain will again become univerfal, as it was fome years before 
the clofe of the civil war with America; and that alarm, com- 
bined with the caufes of difcontent already exifting in the 
country, may too probably produce a degree of popular effer+ 
vefcence much furpafling what was then experienced. 

“ T intreat you, Sir, once more to attend to thefe perilous 
circumftances ; toconfider the actual fituation of Ireland, the 
unfatisfied claims of America, her attachment to France, and 
the probability, the certainty, I had almoft faid, that if the dan- 
ger of her ally fhould become extreine by the jun@ion of Bri- 
tain and Holland, with great continental powers combined 
againit her, fhe will repay her debt of gratitude to France by 
detending the liberty of that country to which fhe owes her 
own: And after having taken a comprehentive furvey of all 
thefe alarming circumitances, then fay, if you can, that the 
profpect does not appall you. 

“ [ have now, Sir, communicated my reafons for difap- 
approving the intended war with France, and alfo fome other 
parts of your conduct asa Member of the Cabinet. For the 
freedom of this addrefs, you will think no apology neceflary 5 
you will readily afcribe it toits true caufe. My motives, I am 
confident you cannot but approve, however my arguments may 
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fail to make the defired impreffion on your mind. I conclude 
this letter, I muft own, with much fainter hopes than I began 
it, that a rupture with France may yet be prevented. The 
Minifters of that country had made repeated overtures of con- 
ciliation to the Cavinet of London; they were evidently un- 
willing to enter into hoftilities again{t the Britifh nation, And 
you, Sir, in your {peech in Parliament, on the 1ft of February, 
zppeared willing, to the laft moment, to liften to terms of 
accommodation. From thefe circumftances the hope was 
{till cherifhed, not only that a war between Britain and France 
might be averted, but that, by your wife and humane inter- 
ceffion, the general tranquillity of Europe alfo might be re- 
ftored. ; 

“ But the events of a few days have almoft deftroyed the pof- 
fibility of an accommodation. The embargo laid upon Britifh 
veflels in the ports of France, the unfortunate confequence of 
the difmiffion of M. Chauvelin; and, upon that intelligence, the 
more unfortunate order to-M. Maret to depart the kingdom,* 
without having been permitted to ftate the frefh overtures of 
pacification, the frefh proofs of their refpe& for this country, 
and the defire to continue in amity with it, with which he was 
charged by the Executive Government of France, feem hardly 
to leave the fhadow of a hope, that peace can be preferved. If 
a war be commenced, it is my earneft prayer, that Providence 
may be pleafed to fhorten the calamitics which await this des 
voted country.” 

A war is commenced, and to this prayer of the reverend 
pairiot let all the people fay, Amen. 


* So this tranfaction is underftood at prefent.—I fhould be ex- 
tremely glad to find it isa miltake. 


A judicious and feafonable Remark. 
YW HEN Minifters cheer us up occafionally by ftating the 


flourifhing improvements of the country, they never, 
among the articles produced, inftance the rapid extenfion of 
common fenfe and knowledge, which now pervade and exalt 
the minds of all ranks of the people, beyond the ability of 
any earthly power to check. Eflorts to fupprefs them only 
contribute to whet the mental appetite, and to make the relifh 
of knowledge more fweet. If governors, therefore, were, 
truly wife, they would accommodate themfelves, with as good 
i a grace 
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a grace as may be, to circumftances as they alter ; and, making 
a virtue of neceffity, would correct their inftitutions and re- 
form their conduct under them, fo as to meet the wifhes of the 
people, inftead of making vain ftruggles againft the general 


will. 





To the PRINT E RB. 
SIR, 


HE following account of avery extraordinary perfon, a 
native of Odcombe, near Yeovil, will, I doubt not, 
afford fome amufement to many of your readers; and with 
this view I beg the favour of your inferting it, in your valuable 
mifcellany. 
I am, Sir, 
Your’s &c, 
Ss. M. N. 
Somerfetfire, March, 1793. 





Some Account of that fingular  Charaéter, Mr. Thomas 
Coryate. 


THOMAS CORYATE was the fon of George Coryatey 
rector of Odcombe, in the county of Somerfet ; at which 
place he was born in the year 1577. He received part of his 
education at Winchefter fchool, whence he was removed to 
Oxford, at the age of nineteen, and was entered a Commoner 
of Glocefter Hall. He continued at the Univerfity three 
years; and befides a competent {kill in logick, he attained a 
very confiderable knowledge of the Greek language, and was 
well verfed in polite literature. He feems to have left Oxford, 
without taking any degree ; and itis probable that he re- 
turned home, as we find him at Odcombe, inthe year 1606. 
On Whitlunday, in that year, .e aflembled his neighbours, and 
went in cavalcade to Yeovil, where he made an oration at the 
crofs, to the people of the town, and about two thoufand more 
who came from many places in the neighbourhood. His dee 
fign inthis proceeding, he fays, was to draw a great company 
to Odcombe for the benefit of the church, the whole ftock of 
which had been expended. He alfo made another oration to 
ihe fame people, cn their coming to Odcombe. 
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As his father died foon after, perhaps on that event he came 
up to London, where he was received into the family of Henry, 
Prince of Wales, who allowed him a penfion. It is not 
known when, nor by. whofe means, he came to be noticed by 
Prince Henry ; but as his family was a very refpectable one, 
being related to the Earl of Effex, that circumftance may, per- 
haps, account for it; and as his name does not occur in either 
of the lifts of that Prince’s houfchold, itis to be prefumed that 
he was retained only for the purpofe of creating mirth. 
s¢ Sweetmeats and Coryate,” fays Fuller, * made up the laft 
courfe at all entertainments. Indeed he was the courtiers’ 
anvilto try their wits upon, and fometimes this anvil returned 
the hammers as hard knocks as he received, his bluntnefs re 
paying their abufe.” 

In the year 1608, Tom commenced his travels. through 
Europe; in the whole courfe of which, his refidence at any 
place, (excepting Venice) was confined toa fewdays. On 
the 14th of May, he embarked at Dover, and, after a fhort ftay 
at Calais, proceeded to Paris, and thence to Lyons, where he 
itayed two days; during which time, he chanced to fall into 
company with a Turk (one of the train of M. de Breves, 
the French Ambafiador at Conftantinople) * a notable com- 
panion and a great {choller in his kinde; for he {pake fix or 
feven languages befides the Latin; which he fpake very well : 
He was bornat Conttantinople. I had along difcourfe with 
him in Latin of many things, and amongft other qucftions I 
afked him whether he were ever baptized; he tolde me, no, 
and faid he never would be. After that we fell into {pceches of 
Chrift, whom he acknowledged for a great Prophet, but not 
for the Sonne of God; affirming that neither he nor any of 
his countrymen would worlhip him, but the onely true God, 
creator of heaven and earth; and called us Chriftians idolaters, 
becaufe we worlhipped images; a moft memorable fpecch if 
it be properly applied to thofe kind of Chriftians which deferve 
that imputation of idolatry. At laft I fell into fome vehement 
argumentations with him in defence of Chrift; whereon 
being unwilling to anfwer me, he fuddenly flung out of my 
company.” 

Our traveller quitted Lyons, on the 6th of June, and pur- 
fued his way to ‘Turin, Milan, Padua, and Venice; of which 
laft city hefpeaks with the utmoft rapture: “ It yieldeth,” 
fays he, “ the moft glorious and heavenly fhow upon the 
water that ever any mortal eye beheld; fuch a thew as did 
ravith me with delight and admiration, Here ke refided fx 
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weeks, which he declares to have been the {weeteft time for fo 
much he ever fpent in his life. Had there been an offer 
made to me,” fays he, “ before I took my journey to Venice, 
either that foure of the richeft mannors of Somerfetthire 
(wherein I wasborne) fhoyld be gratis beftowed upon me, if 
I never faw Venice, or neither of them if I fhould fee ir; al- 
though certainly thofe mannors would do me much more good 
in refpect of a ttate of livelyhood to livein the world then the 
fight of Venice, yet notwithftanding I will ever fay, while 
live, that the fight of Venice and her refplendent beauty, 
antiquities, and monuments, hath by many degrees more con-~ 
tented my ’minde and fatisfyed my defires then thote four lords 
fhippes could poflibly have done.” 

As at Lyons Tom entered intoa difpute with a Turk on 
the truth of the Chriftian religion, foat Venice he engaged in 
another with a Jewifh Rabbi, whom he endeavoured to con~ 
vert; but as this controverfy had nearly terminated in a very 
ferious manner, we {hall relate it inhisown words. “ After 
there had pafled many vehement f{peeches toand fro betwixt 
us, it happened that fome forty or fifty Jews more flocked about 
me, and fome of them beganne very inlolently to {wagger with 
me becaufe I durft reprehend their religion, Whereupon, 
fearing leaft they would have offered me fome violence, I with 
drew myfelf by little and little towards the bridge, at the en- 
trance into the Ghetto, with an intent to flee from them; but 
by good fortune our noble Ambaflador, Sir Henry Wotton, 
pafling under the bridge in his gondola at that very time, efpyed 
me fomewhat earneftly bickering with them ; and fo incon 
tinently fent unto me out of his boate one of his principal gen 
tlemen, Matter Belford his Secretary, who conveighed mee 
fately from thefe unchriftian mifcreants, which perhaps would 
have given mee juft occafion to forfweare any more coming to 
the Ghetto.” 

Whatever cenfure any other parts of T’om’s travels are liable 
to, his defcription of Venice, and of the manners and cuftoms 
of the people, may be perufed with much fatisfaction by thole 
who wifh to be acquainted with the particular modes of living 
in different agcs and nations; his account being always to be 


_. depended upon for its veracity, and, in this inftance, being r Cale 


culated to afford much information. 

Our traveller departed from Venice the 8th of Auguft, and 
pafling through Padua, Vicenza, and Verona, on the 14th 
arrived at Brixia 2) where happening to be prefent at the dedicas 
tion of anew image of the Virgin Mary, he found himfelf 
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tempted to purloin a little waxen idol, in which he fucceeded, 
and brought it away undifcovered. His next ftage was to 
Bergamo, where he was conftrained to repofe in a ftable among 
horfes ; and this vile lodging he with difficulty obtained, being 
obliged for it to the courtefy of an Italian prieft, who was fhot 
the fame night by a bravo. Onthe 18th heleft Bergamo, and 
on the 26th arrived at Zurich, where he ftayed but one day; 
after which he continued his journey through Baden to the 
Baths of Hinderhove. Of thefe, together with the cuftoms of 
the place, the properties of the waters, and the manners of the 
inhabitants and vifitors, he gives a very accurate and entertain- 
ing account. On the 3oth he arrived at Bafil, and after re- 
maining there one day, he went to Strafbourg, and thenceto 
Lower Baden. At Heidelberg he faw the famous veflel which 
held 530 hogfheads of Rhenith wine, His next ftage was to 
Spira; whence he went to Worms, Mentz, Frankfort, and 
Colen, and then proceeded to Flufhing, where he embarked in 
a vellel for London. He arrived there on the 3d of October, 
and in this manner concluded the firit part of his travels, which 
had employed five months wanting a few days. In this fhort 
time he had feen forty-five cities. The length of his journey 
was 1975 miles, more than half of which he performed with 
only one pair of fhoes. ‘Thefe memorable fhoes, we are told, 
were only once mended, and on his return to Odcombe were 
hung up in the church there. 

Having thus recited the feveral ftages of —Thomas’s journey, 
it will readily occur to the reader, that had our traveller been 
qualified for the tafk of improving his country by his obferva- 
tions on the laws, manners, cuftoms, or government of the 
feveral countries through which he pafled, the hafty manner in 
which he madehhis tour would totally preclude fuch expecta- 
tions. And it may be obferved in his defence that he had no 
view of that kind. ‘Toone who had objected that he had 
copied out moreinfcriptions and epitaphs than any judicious 
traveller would have done in many years, and tuereby had 
branded him with the note of a tomb-ftone traveller, he 
aniwers, “ but becaufe this objection thall not juftly take nold 
upon me, that I amatomb-ftone traveller, if God fhall grant 
me happy fuccefle in my next journey, | will fo farre wade into a 
few matters of policie for the bettir fatisiaction of the reader, 
as { may with fecurity of my life attain unto. Surely I do not 
a littie wonder that the obierving of infc.iptions and epitaphes 
thould be objected unto me by way of difgrace.’” He had juft 
before obferved, that being a private man, and no ftatitt, 
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matters of policy were impertinent unto him. His object 
was, as he himfelf tells us, ** to pric into all things of chicfeft 
remarque that were obvious unto his eyes in every place when 
he travelled ;” and accordingly his book (he fays) “ con- 
tains principally the moft remarkable antiquities of thofe cities 
that he has defcribed.”’ It is obvious, that he muft have been 
extremely diligent in compiling his itinerary; and he tells us, 
it was * by inceflant induftrie and Herculean toyle that he 
wrote foe many obfervations in the countries he vifited as filled 
very neere four quires of paper.” He likewife fpeaks very 
feelingly of “ the intolerable paynes he tooke in his travells, 
both by day and night, fcarce affording himfelf two hours reft 
fometimnes of the twenty-four, in the citie of Venice, by rea- 
fon of his continuall writing :’”? Whereupon (he adds) “ di- 
vers Englifhmen that lay in the fame houle with me, obferving 
my extreme watchings wherewith I did grievoully excruciat 
my bodie, inftantly defired me to pittie myfelf and not to kill 
myfelfe with my inordinate labours.” 

But though the travels of this extraordinary man cannot be 
confidered as very important to the publick, they produced 
that which the greater number of travellers have in vicw. 
They afforded himfelf much entertainment, indeed fo much, 
that on his return he declared, that “ of all the pleafures in 
the world travel is the fweeteft and moft delightful,” and, that 
“ fuch is the exuberance and fuperfluity of thefe exoticke 
pleafures (arifing from travelling) that for my own part, I will 
moft truly afirm I reaped more entire and {weet comfort in five 
months travels of thofe feven countries mentioned in the front 
of my booke, than I'did alf the dayes of my life before in Eng 
land which contayned two and thirty years.” 

It will give fome furprife to thofe who have not perufed the 
account of his journey, and to many who form their judgment 
onthe manners of paft times by what they {ce at prelent, to be 
informed that he was the firft Engliihman who made ufe of a 
fork at his meals; and as the paflage fhews how far behind the 
Italians we then were in point of delicacy, and is alfo defcrip- 
tive of the manners of the age, it fhall be here given at larze. 
* [obferved a cuftome in all thofe Italian cities and towns 
through the which | paffed, that is not ufed in any o-her coun 
try that [ faw in my travels, neither doe I thinxe that any other 
nation of Chriftendome doth ufe it, but only Italy. The 
Italians and alfo moft itrangers that are commorant in Italy, 
do alwaies at their meales ule alittle forke when they cut their 
meat. For while with their knife which they hold in one hand 
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they cut the meate out of the difh, they faften their forke 
which they hold in their other hand upon the fame difh, fo that 
whatfoever he be that fitting in the company of any others at 
meale, fhould unadvifedly touch the difh of meate with his fine 
cers from which all at the table does cut, he will give occafion 
of offence unto the company, as having tranfgreffed the laws 
of good manners, infomuch that for his error he fhall be at 
leait brow-beaten if rot reprehended in wordes. This forme 
of feeding I underftand is generally ufed in all places of Italy 5 
their forkes being for the moft part made of yron or fteele, and 
fone of filver, but thofe are ufed only by gentlemen. The 
reafon of this their curiofity is, bécaufe the Italian cannot by 
any meanes indure to haveh.s dith touched with fingers, feeing 
all mens fingers are not alike cleane. Hereupon I myfelfe 
thought good to imitate the Italian fafhion by this forked cutting 
of meate, not only while I was in Italy, but alfo in Germany, 
and oftentimes in England fince I came home.” 


(To be continued.) 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Two Inlerefting Anecdotes of the Origin of the American 
War. 


[From Anecdotes of the Earl of Chatham, in two Volumes, 4to, 
lately publithed. } 


. i. hiftory of the rife and progrefs of the American war 
has been given in feveral books. But there are two 
facts, refpecting its origing which feem to have efcaped the 
obfervation their importance deferves. 

‘The firft is refpecting the Eaft India Company.x—When the 
duties to be paid in America on paper, paint, and glafs, were 
repealed, it was pretended, that the tea duty (which had been 

| by the fame aét of Parliament) was left ftanding, to 

e Company. But this was notthe fa&. The tax was 
‘pealed to preferve the right, as it was called, to tax the 
colonics. “Chat was the true motive. The fervice of the 
tvalt India Company made no part of the confideration. The 
tea feat to Boiton was that fort called Bohea, which was con- 
terring no favour on the Company, but the reverfe ; for that 
st of tea was no burden to the Company. It was that fort 
called Singlo, which lay heavy oa their hands, and of which 
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all their warehoufes were full, But the refolution was agreed 
to in a private Committee, when only three perfons were pre- 
fent: Mr. Bolton was Chairman. A matter of fuch impor- 
tance ought to have been agitated in a full Committee, which 
confifts of eleven. ‘The truth is, the Bohea was more faleabie 
than the Singlo; it was therefore the refolution of the Cabi- 
net to fend the moft faleable : Prefuming, that the temptation 
to purchafe being greater by the offer of good tea, than by the 
offer of an inferior fort, fome of the Americans might be 
thereby induced to barter liberty for luxury, and, perhap:, a 
fchifm might be created among them. Had the queftion of 
determining the kind of tea to be fent to America, been agi- 
tated in a full Committee, it is more than probable, that the 
interefts of the Company would have prevailed over the views 
of the Court. When the Directors were informed of the 
conduct of the Committee, they explained this diftinion of 
the tea to the Miniftry, and wifhed to have the Singlo fubiti- 
tuted. But the Minittry would not confent. It was again ob- 
jected to, at the Minifter’s houfe. ‘To the laft application, 
Lord North, being perhaps wearied with reprefentations on 
the fubject, faid— It was to no purpofe making objections, 
for the would have it fo.” ‘Thefe were his Lordthip’s 

words: And he added, “ That the meant to try the 

queftion with America.” 

The other is refpecting the proceedings at Bofton.—The 
tea was configned to the Governor’s fon at Bofton, When 
the veflels with the tea ariived there, the people aflembiod on 
the wharfs in great multitudes, in order to prevent the tea 
being landed, Several merchants, and other perfons of the 
firft confequence in Bofton, folemnly affured the Captains of 
the veflels, that the inhabitants of the town were unanimoufly 
refolved not to fufferjthe tea to be landed. “The Captains find- 
ing this oppofition, folicited the Governor’s permiifion to re- 
turn to Kagland: For the King’s fhips were ftationed in fuch 
a pofition at the mouth of the harbour, that no veficl could 
cfeape their vigilance. The Governor anfwered, that he 
could not permit them to depart until they had obtained pro- 
per clearances. ‘The officers of the cuftoms refufed to grant 
clearances until their cargoes were landed. ‘This legal pre- 
cifion was not obferved at the other ports in America, where 
the Captains finding they could not land their cargoes of tea, 
were permitted to return to Europe, without breaking bulk. 
But Bofton fecems to have been the place fixed upon to try 
thequeftion. If the Governor had affifted the Captains, the 
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tea might have been landed without much difficulty: It 
might have been put into the barges of the men of war, 
then lying there, and being efcorted by the marines, it might 
have been fafely lodged in the King’s warehoufes. But the 
defign was otherwife. ‘The Captains were obliged to connive 
at the deftruction of the tea, in order to obtain their clear- 
ances, to returnto England. The town was afterwards pu- 
nifhed for this at of neceffity, which might have been avoided, 
‘Thus the civil war was created, to try the queftion. And the 
Governor (Hutchinfon) was afterwards rewarded with a large 
penfion, ‘There were many other provocations given to the 
Americans, belides the tea act; all uniformly tending to exaf- 
perate them to refiftance. 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to his own Queftion, inferted the 2gth 
of November, 1790. 


ET wt—A. w?+B,. w*—C.w+D. =0, be an equation 
whofe four roots exprefs the four required quantities, v, x, 

y, and z; then, if the given numbers 38, 434, 5510, and 
74018 be denoted by a, b,c, and d, refpectively, the value of 
a*—b 

2 





A. will be exprefled bya, = 38; the value of B. by 
2 
c—ab+a B. 
= 5053 that of c, by ————- = 2736, and that of D. by 
3 
ac-+b B. +ac—d 





= 5040: Therefore our aflumed equation, 


4 
by fubftituting thefe values, is reduced to wt, — 38 w3 +4 505 
w* — 2730 w + 5040 = 0; whofe four roots are 7, 15) 
12, and 4, the required values of v, x, y, and z. 


Anfwer, by Ry Hennah, of St. Auficll, to Tyra's Rebus, in- 
jerted Le oruary 4p» 


A ITER reading your rebus, and racking my brain, 
fil ind thet POLGOOTH is the tin mine you mean 
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of Taunton; T. K. of Gulval; a conftant reader of St. 
Auftell; and G. S. near St. Auftell. 








Anfwer, by T. Fofling, at Chard Academy, to W. Sinyth’s Chae 
rade, inferted February 4. 


OUR whole is DEATH-WATCH I do find, 
Infert it, Sirs, pray be fo kind. 


+*4 Wehave received the like anfwer from a conftant 

_ reader, and J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell; J. Bulgin, of Cattle 

Cary; W. S. and T. Croggan, Grampound; R. F. of Ave- 

ton Gifford; Eremita,and W. Bowden, of Wefton Zoyland 5 

J. Collins, Uffculm; T. Gill junior, Stythians; W. Brewer, 

Taunton; S. Hill, near Dawlifh; T. K. of Gulval; Tho- 
mas Walker, Hemyock ; and J. Commins, of Taviftock. 


A QUESTION, taken from the Tutor’s Guide, and inferted at 
the Requeft of Richard Tucker, of Broadwinfor. 








UPPOSE that a man of war, with all its ordnance, rig- 
S ging, and appointment, draws fo much water as to difplace 
1300 tuns of fea water, London beer meafure. The weight 
of the veffel is required ? 





4 CHARADE, by S. Phillips of Mr. Tucker’s School, at Penryn. 


Y firft is a med’cine, my fecond’s a fnare, 
Which pleafes the male-{fex as well as the fair: 
My whole when join’d aright will furely tell, 
A neat habitation where thoufands do dwell. 





A REBUS, by T. K. of Gulval, 


pap arsanats BARDS, without a doubt, 
J A furious beaft ; ou’ll firft find out; 
A well-known tree you nex: muft find; 
And thena fhip juft hit my mind; 
An infeét likewile muft be found; 
An Englifh city next expound : 

Jcin the initials, thea you'll fee, 

Vhat T’. K. means till death to be. 


POETRY, 


yey 

















P OE T BY. 


For the WeEkxty ENTERTAINER. 


On the Death of the Rev. and pious Mr. Kinfman, of 
Plyinouth. 


E dies !—by all lamented was his fall! 
He’s gone! obedient to th’ almighty call ! 
A bleft departure! bleft to him alone, 
For none who knew him can forbear to moan. 
Religion grieves, and Virtue weeping ftands, 
And Poverty deplores with wringing hands. 
For Charity, high favour’d! {teer’d his breaft, 
And thro’ his pious actions fhone confefs’d ; 
His early fteps the paths of Virtue trod, 
His infant ears, like Samuel learn’d his God. 
Goodnefs and Truth to him united came 3 
And fpotlefs manners join’d Devotion’s flame! 
Inheritance divine! more glorious far 
Than the proud garter, or the mimick ftar! ’ 
The pomp of titles, or the diamond rays, 
Where Vice defiling fullies all the blaze. 
Commiffion’d hence, he fpeaks the heav’nly will, 
To blifs invites, or kipdly warns from ill. 
In human eloquence let others thine, 
His, iike the truths he taught, was all divine! 
Oh! when Devotion rais’d the fervent prayer, 
The ravifh’d faint affum’d a feraph’s air! 
One only joy indulgent Fortune dealt— 
When he could eafe the griefs that others felt ; 
From the pain’d bofom chale the rifing figh, 
Or wipe the anguith from the melting eye ! 
By all admir’d—not vain of public praife ; 
Belov’d by all—but lov’d by honeft ways! 
His condu& fuch as fhew’d his life was ftill, 
‘° The better fermon of his matter’s will, 


Impaticnt 








W 
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Impatient are the awful hoft above, 

To take this Chriftian worthy of their love. 
See how he drops! infenfible of fear, 

No thought difturbs him, no diftruft is near 
His foul prepar’d, and confcious of the right, 
Starts out rejoicing to the feats of light. 


Dock ° Pa 








HYMN on tHe FAST. 
By G. Dyer, BA 


REAT Framer of unnumber’d Worlds, 
And whom unnumber’d worlds adore ! 
Whofe goodnefs all thy creatures fhare, 
While nature trembles at thy power ; 


Thine is the hand that moves the fpheres, 
That wakes the winds, and lifts the fea ; 

And man, who moved the lord of earth, 
A@s but the part affign’d by Thee. 


Kings, at whofe will a nation bends, 
Bow at thy throne, and own thy {way ; 

And tho’, like Gods, they tread on earth, tt 
To Thee fhall duteous homage pay. i 


Chiefs, tho’ with numerous hofts combin’d, : 
They fellow-blood like torrents {pill, Hl 
Eager for conqueft and for fame, 


Do but thy great defigns fulfil. it 


While fuppliant crowds implore thine aid, « 
To thee we raife the humble cry ; i 

Thine altar is the contrite heart, 
Thine incenfe a repentant figh. ly 


But if injuftice grind the poor, 
Or avarice ftain the fordid hand; 
Or ftern ambition thirft for blood, 
Or rude oppreffion wafte the land ; 


The God who hears the orphan’s cry, 
The martyr’s prayer, and prifoner’s groan, iH} 
6 still ! 
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Still lift’ning to the poor oppreft, 
Would fpurn th’ opprefior from his throne. 


Nor would he heed the ftreaming eye, 
Th’ uplifted hand or bended knee; 

Or altars grac’d with fplendid rites, 
Or forms of folemn mockery. 


Yet tho’ unnumber’d fins abound, 
Shouid but a generous forrow rife ; 

And as new troubles threaten round 
*Midft wafting wars, and angry fkies ; 


Should Britain, in her fober hour, 
Confefs thy hand, and blefs the rod ; 
Thou ft:ll would’ft love to be her friend, 

Who lov’d to own Thee as her God. 





For the Weekty ENTERTAINER. 


HYMN tro CYNTHIA, 


By Ben Jonson. 


UEEN, and huntrefs, chafte and fair, 
Now the fun is laid to fleep; 
Seated in thy filver chair, 
State in wonted manner keep: 
Hefperus intreats thy light, 
Goddefs, excellently bright. 


Earth, let not thy envious fhade 
Dare itfelf to interpofe ; 
Cynthia’s thining orb was made 
Heaven to cheer, when day did clofe; 
Blefs us then with withed fight, 
Goddets, excellently bright. 


Lay thy bow of pearl apart, 
And thy chryftal-fhining quiver ; 
Give unto the flying hart 
Space to breathe, how fhort foever ; 
Thou that mak’fta day of night, 
Goddefs, excellently bright. 


9 
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